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TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


Before  t  proceed  to  the  object  of  this  book,  I  think 
it  necefTary  to  acquaint  the  Reader*  that  I  am  a  ProtefLant 
of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  and 
have  again  and  again  taken  all  the  cuftomary  oaths  by 
which  we  fecure  and  appropriate  to  ourfelves  all  degrees 
and  profeffions,  favc  one,  to  the  utter  excluiion  of  our 
Catholic  Brethren.  I  am,  therefore,  no  further  inte- 
refted  in  the  event,  than  as  a  mere  lover  of  juftice,  and 
a  fteady  detefter  of  tyranny,  whether  eXercifed  by  one 
man  or  one  million. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland  is  fuch,  as  is  hot  to  be 
paralleled  in  hiftory  or  fable :  Inferior  to  no  coiintry  in 
Europe  in  the  gifts  of  nature,  bleft  with  a  temperate  fky 
and  a  fruitful  foil,  interfered  by  many  great  rivers,  in¬ 
dented  round  her  whole  coaft  with  the  nobleft  harbours, 
abounding  with  all  the  necefTary  materials  for  unlimited 
commerce,  teeming  with  inelhauftible  mines  of  the  moffc 
ufeful  metals,  filled  by  4,000,000  of  an  ingenious  and  a 
gallant  people,  with  bold  hearts,  and  ardent  fpirits  5 
pofted  right  in  the  track  between  Europe  and  America, 
within  50  miles  of  England,  300  of  France  ;  yet  with 
all  thefe  great  advantages,  unheard  Of  and  unknown, 
without  pride,  or  power,  or  name,  without  ambafTadors, 
afmy,  or  navy ;  not  of  half  the  Cohfequence  in  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Which  fhe  has  the  honour  to  make  a  part,  with 
the  fingle  county  of  York,  or  the  loyal  and  well  regula¬ 
ted  totfn  of  Birmingham  ! 


These 
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I'hese  are,  or  fhould  be,  to  every  true  Irifhman, 
mortifying  considerations :  It  remains  to  examine  what 
can  be  the  caufe  of  our  fo  fliameful  depreffion,  to  difco-» 
ver  and  to  apply  with  temper  and  with  firmnefs  the  re¬ 
medy;  and  thus  to  reftore,  or  if  not  reftore,  to  create 
a  rank  for  our  country  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  proximate  caufe  of  our  difgrace  is  our  evil  go¬ 
vernment,  the  remote  one  is  our  own  inteftine  divifion, 
which,  if  once  removed,  the  former  will  be  inftantane- 
oufly  reformed. 

It  is  necefTary  for  the  phydeian  to  know  the  difbrder, 
and  it  is  folly  to  conceal  it  from  the  patient  himfelr.  If 
he  has  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  he  will  hear  the  word  with 
intrepidity,  and  bear  it  with  fortitude  :  Death  is  very 
terrible,  but  there  are  things  more  terrible  than  death. 

The  misfortune  of  Ireland  is,  that  we  have  no  Na¬ 
tional  Government ,  in  which  we  differ  from  England,  and 
from  all  Europe.  In  England  the  King  is  refident,  and 
.  his  prefence  begets  infinite  advantages  ;  the  Government 
is  Englifh,  with  Englifh  views  and  interests  only  ;  the 
people  are  very  powerful,  though  they  have  not  their* 
due  power ;  whoever  is,  or  would  be  Minifter,  can  fe- 
cure  or  arrive  at  office  only  by  ftudying  and  following 
their  will,  their  paffions,  and  their  very  prejudices  : 
Hence  the  intereftsof  King,  Miniders,  and  People,  move 
forward  in  one  and  the  fame  direction,  advanced  or  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  fame  means,  and  cannot  even  in  idea  be 
feparated. 

But  is  it  fo  in  Ireland  ? 

What  is  our  Government  ?  It  is  a  phenomenon  in 
politics,  contravening  all  received  and  edabiifhed  opini¬ 
ons  :  It  is  a  Government  derived  from  another  country, 
whofe  intered,  fo  far  from  being  the  lame  with  that  of 
the  people,  dire&ly  erodes  it  at  right  angles  :  Does  any 
man  think  that  our  rulers  here  recommend  themfelves  to 
their  creators  in  England,  by  promoting  the  intered:  of 
Ireland,  when  it  can  in  the  mod  remote  degree  interfere 
with  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  ?  *  But  how  is  this 

iC, '  4  foreign 

*  If  this  be  doubted,  let  the  proceedings  of  laft  feflion  with  regard 
t?  the  Arigna  Iron  Works  and  the  Double  Loom  be  remembered,  to’ 

each  of  which  the  fmalleft  parliamentary  aid  was  refufed.  Why  ?  Be- 
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foreign  Government  maintained  ?  Look  to  your  court 
calendar,  to  your  penfion  lift,  to  your  concordatum,  and 
you  will  find  the  anfwer  written  in  letters  of  gold  :  Th\s 
unnatural  influence  muft  be  fupporteJ  by  profligate  means, 
and  hence  corruption  is  the  only  medium  of  Government 
in  Ireland.  The  people  is  utterly  difregarded  and  defied  : 
Divided  and  di drafted  as  they  are,  and  diftruftful  of  each 
other,  they  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  Englifh  rulers,  or  their 
Irifh  fubaiterns  :  The  fear  of  danger  is  removed  from 
Adminiftration  by  our  internal  weaknefs,  and  the  fenfe 
of  fhame  fpeedily  follows  it :  Hence  it  is,  that  we  fee 
Peculation  protefted,  Venality  avowed,  the  Peerage 
proftituted,  the  Commons  corrupted.  We  fee  all  this 
at  the  very  hour,  when  every  where  but  in  Ireland  Re¬ 
form  is  going  forward,  and  levelling  ancient  abufes  in  the 
duft.  Why  are  thefe  things  fo  ?  B-ecaufe  Ireland  is  ftruck 
with  a  political  paralyfis,  that  has  withered  her  ftrength, 
and  crullied  her  fpirit  :  She  is  not  half  alive,  one  fide  is 
fcarce  animated,  the  other  is  dead  ;  Ihe  has  by  her  own 
law,  as  it  were,  amputated  her  right  hand;  fhe  has  out¬ 
run  the  Gofpel  precept,  and  caft  her  right  eye  into  the 
fire,  even  before  it  lias  offended  her  :  Religious  intole¬ 
rance  and  political  bigotry,  like  the  tyrant  Mczentius, 
bind  the  living  Proteftant  to  the  dead  and  half  corrupted 
Catholic,  and  beneath  the  putrid  mafs,  even  the  embryo 
of  effort  is  ftifled  :  When  the  nation  is  thus  circumftanced, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  even  an  adminiftration 
of  boobies  and  blockheads  prefume  to  infult,  and  pillage, 
and  contemn,  and  defy  her. 

Under  luch  an  Adminiftration,  if  God  Almighty 
could  in  his  wrath  fuffer  fuch  an  one  long  to  exift,  the 
virtue  and  the  talents  of  the  land  would  be  blafted  in  the 
bud.  No  Irifhman  of  rank  could  become  a  member  or 

fupporter 

caufe  they  might  interfere  with  Englilh  interefts;  though  the  former 
would  have  kept  250,000/.  annually  at  home,  the  greater  part  of  which, 
goes  to  England ;  and  the  latter  would  at  once  have  doubled  the  weaving 
power  of  the  kingdom  in  the  linen,  lilk,  and  callico  branches.  Eut 
above  all,  let  the  memorable  debate  on  the  Eall  India  Trade  be  recalled, 
when  Adminiftration  boldly  threw  off  the  mafk,  and  told  Ireland  Ihe 
fhould  have  no  fuch  trade,  becaufe  it  might  interfere  with  the  intereft  of 
England. 

C^They  have  such  a  tr ads  in  America,  AND  THEY  DS’ 
SERVE  To  HAVE  IT, 
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fnpporter  of  Government,  without  at  once  renouncing 
all  pretenfions  to  common  decency,  honefty,  or  honour* 
All  great  endowments  of  the  mind,  all  lofty  fentiments 
of  the  foul  would  be  necelfarily  and  eternally  excluded  $ 
and  the  Government,  when  once  in  fuch  hands,  muft 
remain  fo  ;  political  vice,  like  the  principle  of  fermenta-  ' 
tion,  would  propagate  itfelf,  and  contaminate  every  Suc¬ 
ceeding  particle,  until  the  fury  of  an  enraged  people,  or 
the  juft  anger  of  offended  Heaven  lhould  at  length,  by 
one  blow,  deftroy  or  annihilate  the  whole  polluted  mafs  ! 

But  to  quit  hypothetic  fpeculation,  and  defeend  to 
fails : 

I  have  faid,  th&t  we  have  no  National  Governments 
Before  the  year  1 7  8  2 >  it  was  not  pretended  that  we  had^ 
and  it  is  at  leaft  a  curious,  if  not  an  ufeful  fpeculation,  to 
examine  how  we  ftand  in  that  regard  now.  And  I  have 
.  little  dread  of  being  confuted,  when  I  aflert,  that  all  we 
got  by  what  we  are  pleafed  to  dignify  with  the  name  of 
Revolution ,  was  {imply,  the  means  of  doing  good  according 
to  laiVy  without  recurring  to  the  great  rule  of  nature ,  which 
is  above  all pofttive  ftatutes  :  Whether  we  have  done  good 
cr  not,  and  if  not,  why  we  have  omitted  to  do  good  is  a 
ferious  queftion  :  The  pride  of  the  nation,  the  vanity  of 
individuals  concerned,  the  moderation  of  fome  honeft 
men,  the  corruption  of  knaves,  I  know,  may  be  alarmed^ 
when  I  aflert,  that  the  Revolution  of  1782,  was  the: 
moll  bungling,  imperfect  bufinefs,  that  ever  threw  ridi¬ 
cule  on  a  lofty ''epithet,  by  afluming  it  unworthily  :  It  is 
not  pleafant  to  any  Irifhman  to  make  fuch  a  confeflion, 
but  it  cannot  be  helped  if  truth  will  have  it  fo  :  It  is  much 
better  that  we  fhould  know  and  feel  our  real  ftate,  than 
delude  ourfelves  or  be  grilled  by  our  enemies  with  praifesjj 
tvhich  we  do  not  deferve,  or  imaginary  bleflings  which 
we  do  not  enjoy. 

I  leave  to  the  admirers  of  that  era  to  vent  flowing 
-declamations  on  its  theoretical  advantages,  and  its  Vi- 
lipnary  glories  ;  it  is  a  fine  fubjecl,  and  peculiarly  flatter¬ 
ing  to  my  countrymen  ;  many  of  whom  were  actors,  and 
aim  oft  all  fpeilators  of  it.  Be  mine  the  unpleaftng  talk 
to  ftrip  it  of  its  plumage  and  its  tinfel,  and  fhew  the  na¬ 
ked  figure  ;  The  operation  will  be  fevere  \  but  if  properly 
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attended  to,  may  give  us  a  ftrong  and  ftriking  leffon  of 
caution  and  of  wifdom. 

The  Revolution  of  1782,  was  a  Revolution  which 
enabled  Irifhmen  to  fell  at  a  much  higher  price  their  ho¬ 
nour,  their  integrity,  and  the  inrereits  of  their  country  5 
it  was  a  Revolution,  which,  while  at  one  droke  it 
doubled  the  value  of  every  borough-monger  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  left  three-fourths  of  our  countrymen  flaves  as  it 
found  them,  and  the  Government  of  Ireland  in  the  bale 
and  wicked,  and  contemptible  hands,  who  had  fpent 
their  lives  in  degrading  and  plundering  her  ;  nay,  home 
of  whom  had  given  their  lad  vote  decidedly,  though 
hopelefsly,  againd  this  our  famous  Revolution  :  Who  cf 
the  veteran  enemies  of  the  country  loft  his  place  or  his 
penfion  ?  who  was  called  forth  to  dation  or  office  from 
the  ranks  of  opposition  ?  not  one  !  The  power  remained 
in  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  again  to  be  exerted  for  our 
ruin,  with  this  difference,  that  formerly  we  had  our  dif- 
treffes,  our  injuries,  and  our  infults  gratis,  at  the  hands 
of  England  *,  but  now  we  pay  very  dearly  to  receive  the 
fame  with  aggravation,  through  the  hands  of  Iriffimen; — > 
yet  this  we  boad  of,  and  call  a  Revolution. 

See  how  much  the  ftrength  of  the  people  has  been 
augmented  by  the  arrangement  of  1782!  For  two  fuc- 
ceffive  feffions,  we  have  feen  meafures  of  the  mod  unde¬ 
niable  benefit,  and  the  mod  unqualified  neceffity  to  the 
country,  enforced  by  all  the  efforts  of  the  mod  confum- 
mate  ability,  and  repelled  without  even  the  fhadow  of 
argument  by  Adminiftration ;  an  Adminidration,  con¬ 
fiding  numerically  of  the  individuals  who  had  oppofed 
the  extenfion  of  your  commerce  in  1779,  and  the  ame¬ 
lioration  of  your  conditution  in  1782.  You  find,  or 
you  are  utterly  fenfelefs,  in  the  lofs  of  the  Place  Bill,  the 
Refponfibility  Bill,  the  Penfion  Bill ;  in  a  word,  all  the 
meafures  of  lad  feffion,  that  you  haye  no  weight  what- 
foever,  that  Adminidration  defpife  and  laugh  at  you,  and 
that  while  you  remain  in  your  prefent  date  of  apathy  and 
ignorance,  they  will  continue  to  infult  and  to  contemn 
you. 

Why  do  I  fpeak  thus  of  your  famous  exertions  in 
1782  ?  Not  to  depreciate  them  below  their  value,  for  I 
honour,  and  I  love  the  fpirit  that  then  animated  you. 

I  am 
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I  am  fare  a  great  majority  of  thofe  who  then  conducted 
you,  were  a&uated  by  a  Ancere  regard  to  your  intereft 
and  your  freedom  ;  I  am  fure  that  fome  of  your  leaders 
were  men  of  high  integrity,  and  fome  of  confummate 
wifdom  ;  1  do  believe  that  as  much,  or  very  nearly  as 
much  as  could  then  be  done,  was  done ;  and  though  I 
regret,  yet  I  do  not  accufe  the  caution  that  induced  thofe, 
who  aCied  for  you,  to  hop  Ihort  in  their  honourable  ca¬ 
reer  :  The  minds  of  men  were  not  at  that  time,  per¬ 
haps,  ripe  for  exertions,  which  a  thoufand  circumftances 
that  have  Ance  happened,  cry  aloud  for :  We  are  now,  I 
hope,  wifer,  bolder,  and  more  liberal,  and  we  have  the 
great  miftrefs,  dear-bought  Experience,  to  warn  us  from 
paft  errors,  and  guide  us  on  to  future  good. 

I  hope  it  appears  from  what  I  have  faid,  that  the  Re¬ 
volution  of  1782,  is  fuch,  as  no  Irifhman  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  fpirit,  and  who  feels  for  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  his  country,  can  acquiefce  in  as  final.  Much  remains 
to  be  done,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  the  end  propofed  is 
fo  moderate  and  juft,  the  means  -fo  fair,  Ample,  and 
conftitutional,  as  to  leave  no  ground  for  accufation  with 
the  moft  profligate  of  our  enemies,  or  apprehenfion  with 
the  moft  timid  of  our  friends. 

My  argument  is  Amply  this:  That  Ireland,  as  deriv¬ 
ing  her  government  from  another  country,  requires  a 
fhength  in  the  people,  which  may  enable  them,  if  necef- 
ftary,  10  counteract  the  influence  of  that  government, 
iliould  it  ever  be,  as  it  indisputably  has  been,  exerted, 
to  thwart  her  profperity  :  That  this  ftrength  may  be  moft  . 
conftitutionaily  acquired,  and  fafely  and  peaceably  exert¬ 
ed  through  the  medium  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  : 
And  Anally,  that  no  Reform  is  honourable,  practicable, 
efficacious  or  juft,  which  does  not  include  as  a  funda¬ 
mental  principle,  the  extenflon  of  elective  franchife  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  under  modiftcat'ions  hereafter  to  be 
mentioned. 

1  beg  I  may  not  he  mifuttderftood  or  mifrepre  fen  ted 
in  my  ftrft:  pofition.  When  I  talk  of  Englilh  influence 
being  predominant  in  this  country,  I  do  not  mean  to  de¬ 
rogate  from  the  due  exertion  of  his  Majefty’s  prerogative  : 
the  influence  I  mean,  is  not  as  between  the  King  and  hi* 
fubjeCts,  in  matter  of  prerogative,  but  as:  between  the 
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government  and  people  of  England,  and  the  government 
and  people  of  Ireland,  in  matter  of  trade  and  commerce: 

I  truft  in  God,  we  owe  the  Englifh  nation  no  allegiance;' 
nor  is  it  vet  treafon  to  affert,  as  I  do,  that  (he  has  ac¬ 
quired,  and  maintains  an  unjuftifiable  and  dangerous 
weight  and  influence  over  the  councils  of  Ireland,  whofe 
intereft,  wherever  it  clafhes,  or  appears  to  ciaih  with 
hers,  mu  A  immediately  give  way:  Surely  this  is  no  quef- 
tion  of  loyalty.  The  King  of  England  is  King  alfo  of 
Ireland ;  he  is  in  theory,  and  I  truft  in  pra&ice,  equally- 
interefted  in  the  welfare  of  both  countries  ;  he  cannot  be 
offended  that  each  of  his  kingdoms  (hould  by  all  honou¬ 
rable  and  juft  means  encreafe  their  own  ability,  to  ren¬ 
der  him  the  fervice  due  to  him ;  he  cannot  rejoice,  when 
he  hears  that  his  faithful  Commons  of  Ireland  by  their 
own  law  exclude  themfelves  from  a  commerce  with  half 
the  known  world,  in  complaifance  to  a  monopolizing 
Engliih  company,  though  he  may,  as  the  common  father 
of  both  his  realms,  rejoice,  when  they  vote  200,000/.  to 
fecure  the  very  commerce  in  which  they  can  never  bear 
a  part.  It  is  therefore,  I  repeat  it,  no  queftion  of  loy¬ 
alty  :  If  the  King  can  be  interefted  in  the  queftion,  it 
muft  be  on  the  fide  of  Juftice,  and  of  Ireland,  becaufe  j 
his  happinefs  and  his  pride  muft  be  mo  ft  gratified  by  the 
rifing  profperity  of  his  people,  to  which  title  we  have  as 
much  claim  as  the  people  of  England ;  we  love  him  as 
%vell,  we  are  as  faithful  fubje<fts  ;  and  if  we  render  him 
not  as  effential  fervices,  let  our  means  be  confidered,  and 
the  blighting  influence  which  perpetually  vifits  the  bar- 
veft  of  our  hopes,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  that 
our  zeal  in  his  fervice  is  only  circumfcribed  by  our  in¬ 
ability. 

It  is,  therefore,  extremely  pofiible  for  the  moft  truly 
loyal  fubjeft  in  this  kingdom  deeply  to  regret,  and  con- 
fcientioufly  to  oppofe  the  domineering  of  Englifh  influ¬ 
ence,  without  trenching  in  the  fmalleft  degree  on  the 
rational  loyalty,  fo  long  and  fo  juftly  the  boaft  of  Ire¬ 
land  :  His  loyalty  is  to  the  King  of  Ireland,  not  to  the 
Honourable  United  Company  of  Merchants  trading, 
where  he  muft  never  trade,  to  the  Eaft  Indies :  Nor  is 
it  to  the  Clothiers  in  Yorkfhire,  nor  the  Weavers  of 
Manchefter,  nor  yet  to  the  conftitutional  reforming  Black- 
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fmiths  of  Birmingham,  that  he  owes  allegiance  :  His  firfl 
duty  is  to  his  country,  his  lecond  to  his  King,  and  both 
are  now,  and  by  God’s  bfeffing  will,  I  hope,  remain 
united  and  infeparable. 

In  England  we  find  a  Reform  in  Parliament  is  always 
popular,  though  it  is  but  as  a  barrier  againft  poffible,  not 
actual  grievance  :  The  people  fuffer  in  theory  by  the  un¬ 
equal  diftribhtion  of  the  elective  franchife  ;  but  praffical- 
ly,  it  is  perhaps  vifionary  to  expert  a  Government  that 
fhall  more  carefully  cr  fteadily  follow  their  real  interefts. 
No  man  can  there  be  a'  Minifter  on  any  other  terms.  But 
Reform  in  Ireland  is  no  fpcciftative  remedy  for  poffible 
evils  :  The  Minifter  and  the  Government  here  hold  their 
offices  by  a  tenure  very  different  from  that  of  pur¬ 
suing  the  public  good.  The  people  here  are  defpifed  or 
defied  ;  their  will  does  not  weigh  a  feather  in  the  balance, 
when  Englifh  influence,  or  the  intereft  of  their  rulers,  is 
thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale.  We  have  all  the  reafons, 
all  the  juftice  that  Englifh  Reformifts  can  advance,  and 
we  have  a  thoufand  others,  that  in  England  never  could 
exift  :  We  have  in  common  with  England  the  royal  in¬ 
fluence,  and  the  ambition  of  Minifters  to  encounter  \  but 
tve  have  alfo  the  jealous  interference  of  that  country  to 
meet  in  every  branch  of  trade,  every  department  of  com¬ 
merce  ;  and  what  barriers  have  we  to  oppofe  in  our  pre¬ 
sent  ftate  of  Reprefentation ?  None:  Of  four  millions 
of  people,  three  are  actually  and  confeffedly  unrepre¬ 
sented  ;  of  the  remaining  fourth,  the  electors  do  not  ex¬ 
ceed  6'CjOOC,  and  the  members  whom  they  return,  fup- 
pofing  them  all,  what  I  wifh  with  truth  we  could,  men 
of  integrity,  mu  ft  remain  for  ever  a  minority,  for  their 
number  amounts  but  to  82. 

I  tear  I  am  wafting  time  ip  proving  an  axiom  :  Need 
mere  be  faid,  than  that  a  nation  governed  by  herfeff  will 
purfue  her  interefts  more  fteadily,  than  if  Ihe  were  go¬ 
verned  by  another,  whofe  intereft  might  clafti  with  hers  ? 
Is  not  this  more  applicable,  if  the  governing  nation  has 
a  means  of  perpetrating  the  mifchief  without  much  odium, 
by  making  the  governed  facrifice  her  interefts  with  her 
own  hand  ?  And  can  we  deny  that  this  is  the  cafe  with 
Ireland  ?  I  may  be  told  that  we  are  not  governed  by  Eng¬ 
land,  and  fbme  proud  and  hot-brained  Iriffiman  will  again 

throw 


[  *5  :i 

throw  acrofs  me  the  Revolution  of  1782,  wherein  we 
glorioufy  ajferted  our  claim  to  le gif  late  externally ,  o/  tw// 

«*  as  internally ,  ourfclves  :  And  I  will  admit,  that  we 

did  aflert  our  claim,  but  I  deny  that  we  have  availed  our- 
felves  of  the  exertion  cf  the  right :  We  are  free  in  theory, 
we  are  {laves  in  faff  :  When  high  prerogative  was  tum¬ 
bled  to  the  ground,  gentle  influence  fucceeded,  and  with 
infinitely  lef$  noife  and  buffle,  retains  us  in  our  bonds : 
Before  1782,  England  bound  us  by  her  edidf ;  it  was  an 
odious  and  not  a  very  fafe  exertion  of  power  ;  but  it  cojl 
us  nothing:  Since  1782,  we  are  bound  by  Englifh  influ¬ 
ence,  affing  through  our  own  Parliament ;  we  cannot  in 
juftice  accufe  her,  for  {he  is  only  to  be  traced  by  the 
mifchief  fhe  fl.entiy  and  fecretly  diftributes  ;  but  our 
fuffering  is  aggravated  by  this  galling  circumflance,  that 
wepurchafe  reftricfion  of  trade,  and  invafion  ot  confti¬ 
tution,  at  a  very  dear  rate:  Engjifhmen,  under  the  old 
conftitution,  wouid  ruin  Ireland  without  fee  or  reward  ; 
their  motive  was  to  ferve  their  own  country ;  but  Irifh- 
men,  under  the  new  conftitution,  will  not  prefer  the  in- 
tereft  of  England  to  that  of  Ireland,  without  weighty 
conflderations  ;  they  expeff,  and  indeed  not  without  fome 
colour  of  juftice,  to  be  paid  extravagantly  for  the  daiiy 
parricide  they  commit  againft:  the  land  which  gave  them 
birth  ;  and  to  complete  this  difhonourabie  trafnc,  the 
purchafe  of  their  votes  comes,  not  from  the  pocket  -of 
England,  who  is  to  benefit,  but  of  Ireland,  who  is  ruin¬ 
ed  by  the  fale. 

The  Volunteers  and  people  of  Ireland  were  very  foon 
after  their  imaginary  Revolution,  made,  by  grievous  ex¬ 
perience,  fenlible  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  now  af-  * 
ferted  ;  they  faw  the  extent  of  this  alarming  difeafe,  and 
they  as  foon  difcovered  the  caufe  and  the  remedy.  They 
faw  they  had,  literally,  no  weight  in  the  Government, 
and  they  clamoured  for  what,  even  on  the  limited  plan 
then  propofed,  would  at  lead  have  mitigated  the  dis¬ 
order —  a  Parliamentary  Reform.  But  they  built  on  too 
narrow  a  foundation,  and  the  fuperftru£ture  naturally 
overfet,  when  it  was  fcarcely  raifed  above  the  ground  : 
They  fet  out  with  facrificing  the  eternal  dictates  of  juf¬ 
tice,  to  temporizing  and  peddling  expediency  ;  they  fail¬ 
ed,  becaufe  they  did  not  deferve  to  fucceed. — Grafping 

at 


/ 


t  ] 

!  *  .  )  .  v. 

tt  too  much,  they  loft  all ;  and  the  fatal  morning,  when 
the  Convention  broke  up  at  the  Rotunda,  in  one  mo¬ 
ment  demolished  the  glory,  which  five  years  of  virtuous 
fuccefs  had  flattered  them  would  be  immortal. 

I  had  the  misfortune  to  fee  them  on  the  day  of  their 
dilgrace,  when  the  great  bubble  bur  ft,  and  carried  rout 
and  confr.fion,  and  difrnay,  among  their  ranks ;  when 
three  hundred  of  the  firft  gentlemen  of  Ireland,  girt  with 
fwords,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  armed  force  of  the 
kingdom,  who  by  giving  independence,  had  given  to  their 
Parliament  the  means  of  being  virtuous,  fled  like  deer 
to  their  counties,  to  return  no  more,  after  making  a  fool- 
ifti  profeflion  of  their  pacific  intentions;  fooliSh,  becaufe 
it  was  evident  that  their  anxiety  was  how  they  Should 
reach  their  homes,  without  attachments  and  incarceration. 
I  faw  with  forrow  their  great  leader  obliged  to  defeend  to 
the  farce  of  intreating  them  to  form  no  rafh  refolution 
againft  that  Government,  which  had  in  efl'eft  fcourged 
them  home  in  a  ftate  of  ridiculous  diftrefs  and  obloquy  ; 
and  I  wondered  then,  like  a  young  man,  why  fych  men, 
fio  circumftanced,  with  the  eyes  of  Europe  upon  them, 
fhould  fubmit  quietly  to  treatment,  which  a  few  years 
experience  has  Shewn  was  inevitable  ;  they  were  difgraced, 
becauSe  they  were  illiberal,  and  degraded,  becaufe  they 
were  unjuft ;  through  them  the  honour  of  their  country 
was  wounded,  her  name  funk,  her  glories  forgotten,  and 
from  the  laft  day  of  the  Convention,  there  has  been  no 
people  in  Ireland . 

From  their  failure  we  are  taught  this  falutary  truth, 
that  no  reform  can  ever  be  obtained,  which  Shall  not 
comprehensively  embrace  Irishmen  of  all  denominations; 
The  exclusion  of  the  Catholics  loft  the  queftion  under 
circumftances,  that  muft  have  otherwise  carried  it  againft 
all  opposition  ;  the  people  were  then  ftrong  and  confi¬ 
dent,  they  had  arms  in  their  hands,  and  were  in  habits 
of  fucceeding  ;  the  fame  circumftances  cannot  cafily  be 
fuppofed  again  to  combine  in  their  favour  ;  but  if  they 
did,  they  muft  again  fail. 

The  Almighty  fource  of  wifdom,  and  of  goodnefs, 
has  infeparably  connected  liberty  and  juftice  :  We  muft 
adopt  or  reject  them  together ;  to  be  completely  free, 
we  muft'  deferve  to  be  fo  :  It  could  not  be  confiftent  with 
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his  impartial  love  to  all  his  creatures,  that  a  monopo¬ 
lizing  Ariftocracy  fhould  fucceed  in  wrefting  their  una¬ 
lienable  rights  from  t heir  oppreffors,  at  the  moment  they 
were  acting  the  oppreffors  themfelves  to  millions  of  their 
fellow-fubje&s. 

The  queftion  now  refolves  itfelf  into  this.  Shall  we 
be  content  to  remain  in  our  prefent  oppreffed  and  inglo¬ 
rious  ftate,  unknown  and  unheard  of  in  Europe,  the 
prey  of  England,  the  laughing-ftock  of  the  knaves,  who 
plunder  us  ?  Or  {hall  we  temperately  and  conftitutionally 
exert  our  power  to  procure  a  complete  and  radical  eman¬ 
cipation  to  our  country,  by  a  Reform  in  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people?  If  we  chufe  the  former,  then  are  Irifh- 
mcn  formed  of  materials,  whole  nature  I  cannot,  and 
do  not  wifh  to  underhand  :  It  is  hopelefs  attempting  to 
work  on  fiich  fpirits ;  but  if  they  be  of  human  feeling,  if 
they  partake  of  the  common  nature  of  man,  if  injuftice 
and  oppreffion  have  not  extinguished  every  fentiment 
which  raifes  us  above  the  beafts  that  perifh,  and  makes 
us  feel  that  our  existence  is  an  emanation  from  the  Divi¬ 
nity,  then  will  I  believe  that  my  countrymen  are  not  yet 
loft  and  buried  in  hopelefs  defperation  ;  that  to  roufe 
them  to  exertion,  it  is  but  neceflary  to  point  out  their 
duty,  to  excite  them  to  juftice,  to  {hew  them  what  is 
juft. 

Let  us,  for  God's  fake,  {hake  off  the  old  woman,  the 
tales  of  our  nurfes,  the  terrors  of  our  grandams  from, 
our  hearts  ;  let  us  put  away  childifh  fears,  look  our  fltua- 
tion  in  the  face  like  men ;  let  us  fpeak  to  this  ghaftly 
fpeffre  of  our  diftempered  imagination,  the  genius  of 
Irifh  Catholicity  !  We  lhall  find  it  vanilh  away  like  other 
phantoms  of  the  brain,  diftempered  by  fear: 

“  Hence,  horrible  fhadow ;  unreal  mock’ry,  hence!" 

The  apprehenfions  of  moft  well  meaning  and  candid 
Proteftants,  for  of  the  bigots  in  that  religion,  as  in  every 
other,  I  make  no  account,  when  they  ferioufly  refoive 
them  into  their  principles,  I  believe  generally  terminate 
in  two.  Firft,  the  danger  to  the  church  eftablifhment  ; 
and  fecondly,  which  they  much  more  ferioufly  appre¬ 
hend,  the  refurnption  of  Catholic  forfeitures  ;  and  of 
courfe  fetting  the  property  of  the  kingdom  afloat, 

C 


To 


C  iS  I 

To  both  thefe  apprehenfions  I  anfwer,  that  the  dibe* 
ration  of  the  Catholics  will  be  a  work  of  compact,  and 
like  all  other  compa&s,  fubjed  to  ftipulations.,  It  will  be 
for  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  both  parties  to  concede 
fomewhat ;  allowance  mull  be  made  on  the  one  hand  for 
the  difficult  facrifice  of  parting  with  power,  obtained  in 
injuft  ice,  and  long,  held  by  force;  on  the  other  hand 
there  may  be  fomething  to  be  pardoned  kr  men  con¬ 
demned  to  ignorance  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  whofe 
minds  have  for  a  century  been  irritated  by  injuries,  and 
inflamed  by  open  infults,  or  ftiii  more  ©ffenfive  conni¬ 
vance  and  toleration. 

But  here  a  good  old  Proteftant  lady  will  tell  me,  that 
all  compass  between  us  are  in  vain,  for  no  faith,  nor 
even  oaths,  are  to  be  kept  with  heretics  ;  and  I  know 
fhe  will  have  many  to  coincide  in  opinion  with  her.  But 
if  fhe  be  right,  I  marvel  that  the  oath  of  an  Irifh  Papift 
fhould  ever  be  taken  in  a  court  of  juft  ice;  yet  I  have  my- 
felf  feen  it  done,  before  a  Proteftant  Judge  and  Jury, 
who  decided^  as  if  the  witnefs  were  actually  credible,  and 
without  enquiry  into  the  articles  of  his  faith.  What 
becomes  of  the  wifdom  of  the  Legifl&ture,  that  has  beet* 
able  to  devife  no  better  means  for  the  exclufion  of  Catho^ 
lies,  from  the  profeffions  and  parliament,  than  oaths* 
which,  as  not  being  in  their  confidence  binding,  might 
be  taken  and  broken  without  offence  ?  Yet  we  find,  and 
to  our  infinite  lofs,  that  thefe  oaths  are  to  Catholics  ft> 
formidable,  fo  ferious,  and  fo  obligatory,  that  they  are 
content  to  renounce  profit,  honour,  freedom,  and  even 
their  country,  rather  than  take  them.  Surely,  if  faith 
is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics*  there  is  not  a  Catholic  in 
the  kingdom  but  might  be  in  Parliament  to-morrow,  had 
he  no  obftade  but  the  oaths  to  encounter.  If  therefore 
three  millions  of  people  have  for  near  a  century  chofen 
to  remain  in  abfolute  Jlavery ,  rather  than  take  certain  oaths 
which  they  thought  militated  with  their  confciences ;  I 
truft,  and  believe  there  is  an  end  of  the  argument,  that 
oaths  to  heretics  are  not  binding  \  an  aflertion  the  moft 
artful  and  wicked  that  ever  was  devifed,  becaufe  it  per¬ 
petually  recurs  on  the  unfortunate  Catholic,  who  in  vain 
may  proteft  and  fwear,  that  it  is  falfe,  and  that  he  abjures 
and  utterly  denies  it  \  ftill  may  the  good  Proteftant  with¬ 
hold 
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hold  his  belief,  for  <f  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  ‘with  heretics” 
I  wonder  it  never  occurred  to  the  inventors  and  fupport- 
ers  of  this  abominable  flander,  which  at  once  cuts  up  by 
the  roots  all  confidence  between  man  and  man,  that  they 
might  at  laft  convert  and  convince  the  Catholics  of  its 
truth,  or  at  leaf!  drive  them  to  the  fallacious  principle  of 
not  being  fufpe£led  for  nothing ;  a  principle,  which,  if 
they  were  once  to  adopt,  where  is  the  Proteftant  intereft 
of  Ireland  ? 

But  to  drop  this  argument,  which  indeed  fcarcelv  de- 
ferves  confideration :  Let  us  fee  the  adlual  date  of  pro¬ 
perty,  and  of  the  Catholics  in  Ireland  at  this  day. 

The  old  families,  the  original  proprietors  of  the  foil, 
who  were  difpolfefTed  and  ruined  by  forfeitures,  have 
long  fince  fallen  into  decay:  The  reprefentatives  of  a 
very  great  majority  of  them  are,  and  have  been  in  pe¬ 
nury  and  ignorance,  at  the  fpade  and  the  plough,  with¬ 
out  deeds,  or  muniments  of  their  eftates  for  a  century 
back  :  I  do  not  fay  that  this  is  univerfally  the  cafe ;  but 
I  am  fure  it  is  with  an  infinite  majority :  In  the  mean 
time,  while  the  eftates  have  been  in  Proteftant  hands,  the 
Catholics  who  had  made  money  by  trade,  the  only  road 
to  wealth  that  was  not  blocked  up  againft  them  by  law, 
had  no  way  to  lay  it  out  but  in  mortgages,  many  of  them 
on  thofe  very  lands.  Since  the  relaxation  of  the  penal 
laws,  many  Catholics  hold  profitable  leafes  under  thofe 
tenures;  many  have  purchased  under  the  faith  of  thofe 
various  a£ts  of  attainder  and  fettlement,  the  repeal  of 
which  is  aflumed  as  the  inftant  and  neceflary  confequence 
of  admitting  Catholics  to  the  rights  of  citizens.  Is  it  to 
be  thought  that  the  wealthy  and  refpeflable  part  of  the 
Catholics  would  promote  or  permit  the  unfpeakable  con- 
fufion  in  property,  that  would  refult  from  fuch  a  meafure 
as  is  imputed  to  them  *,  and  this  from  no  motive,  but  an 
abftraft  love  of  mere  juftice  operating  againft  their  own 
obvious  intereft,  and  againft  a  known  law  of  the  land, 
which  fays,  that  lixty  years  pofteflion,  however  acquired, 
is  a  good  foundation  of  property  againft  all  mankind  :  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  aflerted,  that  it  would  be  the  wifh  of 
the  Catholics  utterly  to  fubvert  all  law  ;  and  in  the  very 
worft  event,  if  they  were  mad  and  wicked  enough  to 
frame  the  wifh,  they  could  not  have  the  power.  The 
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wealthy  and  moderate  party  of  their  own  perfuafion, 
with  the  whole  Proteftant  intereft,  would  form  a  barrier 
againft  invafion  of  property,  idrong  and  folid  enough  to 
(atisfy  and  remove  the  doubts  of  the  wife,  the  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  the  cautious,  the  fears  of  the  cowardly,  every 
thing  but  the  intolerance  of  the  Proteftant  bigot,  and 
the  affefted  terror  and  real  corruption  of  the  Englifh 
Partifan,  who  would  fee  in  the  cordial  union,  and  confo- 
lidated  ftrength  of  Ireland,  the  downfall  of  his  hopes, 
and  the  ruin  of  the  profligate  market  of  his  vote  and  his 
intereft. 

But  it  will  be  faid,  that  the  Catholics  are  ignorant, 
and  therefore  incapable  of  liberty  ;  and  I  have  heard  men 
of  more  imagination  than  judgment,  make  a  flourifhing 
declamation  on  the  danger  of  blinding  them,  by  fud- 
denly  pouring  a  flood  of  light  on  their  eyes,  which  for  a 
century  have  been  buried  in  darknefs  :  To  the  poetry  of 
this  I  make  no  objection,  but  what  is  the  common  fenfe 
or  juftice  of  the  argument  ?  We  plunge  them  by  law, 
and  continue  them  by  fdatute,  imgrofs  ignorance,  and 
then  we  make  the  incapacity  we  have  created,  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  their  exclufion,  from  the  common  rights  of 
man  !  We  plead  our  crime  in  juftification  of  itfelf :  If 
ignorance  be  their  condemnation,  what  has  made  them 
ignorant  ?  Not  the  hand  of  Nature  :  For  I  prefume  they 
are  born  with  capacities,  pretty  much  like  other  men  : 
It  is  the  iniquitous  and  cruel  injuftice  of  Proteftant  bi¬ 
gotry,  that  has  made  them  ignorant ;  they  are  exclu¬ 
ded  by  law  from  the  poflibility  of  education ;  for  I  will 
not  call  the  liberal  connivance  of  the  Heads  of  our  Uni- 
verftty,  who  fuffer,  perhaps  by  a  (drain  on  their  (drift 
duty,  a  few  to  Smuggle  a  little  f >f  that  learning,  which  is 
contraband  to  an  Irifli  Papift  *,  I  will  not,  1  fay,  allow 
that  to  be  luch  an  education  as  every  Iriftiman  has  a  right 
to  demand  ;  they  cannot  obtain  Degrees  ;  thofe  are  paled 
in  from  them  by  oaths,  thofe  oaths  of  ‘which  they  are  fo 
regardlefs,  and  therefore  we  find  they  do  not  enter  our 
University  :  If  Irifli  Catholics  be  bigots  to  their  religion , 
if  that  bigotry  whifti  makes  them  dangerous  refults  from 
ignorance,  furely  it  is  the  duty  of  a  confcientious  Legi- 
flature,  to  labour  by  every  means  to  remove  the  caufe, 
and  the  effeft  will  of  itfelf  ceafe.  Give  them  education, 
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open  their  eyes,  (hew  them  what  is  law,  in  fome  other 
form  than  that  of  a  penal  Batute;  give  them  franchife, 
as  you  have  already  in  a  certain  degree  given  them  pro¬ 
perty;  let  them  be  citizens,  4et  them  be  men. 

Bur  they  are  not  prepared  for  liberty!  What  do  we 
mean  by  prepared  for  liberty  ?  Was  the  Polifh  nation  pre¬ 
pared  for  liberty,  when  it  was  planted  in  one  day  ?  Were 
the  French  prepared  for  liberty  ?  Yes,  I  lhall  be  told,  the 
Gentry  were;  and  I  anfwer,  fo  are  the  Catholic  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Ireland  ;  the  peafantry  of  all  countries  are 
alike,  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  England,  and  that 
exception  fprinping  from  liberty:  They  will  follow  their 
leaders  ;  but  I  fay,  the  Catholic  Gentlemen  of  Ireland 
have  had  advantages  of  information  far  beyond  either 
the  Poles  or  the  Freneh,  becaufe  they  have  lived  in  it's 
neighbourhood,  and  feen  that  in  practice,  which  they 
knew  but  in  fpeculation:  Had  Mirabeau  waited  to  pre¬ 
pare  his  countrymen,  he  and  they  would  have  been  flaves 
to  this  hour,  and  the  Baftile  had  Bill  hung  over  the  ill- 
fated  city  of  Paris.  Is  liberty^  a  difeafe  for  which  we  are 
to  be  prepared  as  for  inoculation  ;  if  fo,  and  if  faffing 
and  abftinence,  and  long  fuffering,  be  preparation,  there 
are  no  men  under  Heaven  better  prepared  than  the  Ca¬ 
tholics  of  Ireland. 

But  can  we  believe  that  our  wife  and  benevolent  Cre¬ 
ator  would  confticute  us  fo,  that  it  would  require  a  long 
inBitution  to  prepare  us  for  that  bleffing,  without  which, 
exi Bence  is  but  a  burthen  ? 

Do  we  prepare  our  Tons  to  view  the  light  of  Heaven, 
to  breathe  the  air,  to  tread  the  earth  ? 

Liberty  is  the  vital  principle  of  man:  He  that  is 
prepared  to  live,  is  prepared  for  freedom. 

Whatever  is  efiential  to  the  happy  exiBence  of  his 
creatures,  God  has  not  willed  ihould  be  diBicult,  or  com¬ 
plex,  or  doubtful  in  its  preparation  :  Plant  then,  with  a 
righteous  confidence  in  his  goodnefs,  the  vigorous  fhoot 
of  liberty  in  the  land,  and  doubt  not,  but  it  ihall  Brike 
root,  and  flourifli,  and  fpread,  until  the  whole  people 
fhall  repofe  beneath  its  Biade  in  peace  and  happinefs,  and 
gh>ry. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  certain  tenets  expreBive  of 
unconBitutional  fubmiBion  to  their  Holy  Father,  the  Pope, 
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in  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  matters,  is  a  fufficient 
ground  for  excluding  the  Roman  Catholics  from  their 
rights.  “  If  this  were  fo,  it  were  a  grievous  fault,”  and 
1  may  add,  “  grievoufly  has  Ireland  anfwered  it.”  But 
whatever  truth  there  might  have  been  in  fuch  an  accusa¬ 
tion  in  the  dark  ages  of  fuperftition,  when,  by  the  bye, 
Ireland  did  but  {hare  the  blame  with  England,  and  all 
Europe ;  yet  now,  in  the  days  of  illumination,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century,  fuch  an  opinion  is  too 
monftrous  to  obtain  a  moments  ferious  belief,  unlefs  with 
fuch  as  were  determined  to  believe  every  thing  which 
fquared  with  their  interefted  views :  The  beft  anfwer  to 
fuch  a  calumny,  if  indeed  it  deferves  any,  is  the  conduct 
of  the  Catholics  of  England  at  this  day,  and  their  fo- 
lemn  declaration  {igned  by  their  Gentry,  their  Clergy, 
and  their  Peers,  fandtified  befides  by  the  unanimous  de- 
cifions  of  feven  of  the  firft  Catholic  Univerfities  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  including  that  of  Salamanca,  of  Valladolid,  of 
Doway,  and  the  Sorbonne  *  ;  wherein  they  concur  in  af» 
ferting,  that  neither  the  Pope  and  Cardinals,  nor  even  a 
general  Council,  have  the  fmalleft  pretenfion  to  interfere 
between  Prince  and  Subjedt,  as  to  allegiance  pr  temporal 
matters.  And  I  hope,  as  thefe  opinions  are  folemnly 
given  from  Catholics  to  Catholics,  they  may  have  the 
fortune  to  efcape  the  old  and  kicked  cenibre,  that,  “  faith 
is  not  to  be  kept  •with  heretics 

It  is  not  fix  months  fince  the  Pope  was  publicly 
burned  in  effigy  at  Paris,  the  capital  of  that  Monarch, 
who  is  {filed  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  church.  Yet  the  time 
has  been,  when  Philip  of  France  thought  he  had  a  good 
title  to  the  Crown  of  England,  from  the  donation  of  the 
Holy  Father  :  The  fallacy  lies  in  fuppofing  that  what  was 
once  true  in  politics,  is  always  true  :  I  do  believe  the 
Pope  has  now  more  power  in  Ireland  than  in  fome  Ca¬ 
tholic  countries,  or  than  he  perhaps  ought  to  have.  But 
1  confers,  I  look  on  his  power  with  little  apprehenfion, 
becaufe  I  cannot  fee  to  what  evil  purpofe  it  could  be  ex¬ 
erted  *,  and  with  the  lefs  apprehenfion,  as  every  liberal 
extenfion  of  property  or  franchise  to  Catholics  will  tend 
tp  diminifh  it.  Perfection  will  keep  alive  the  foolift* 

bigotry 

*  See  Lord  Petre’s  letter  to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s. 
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bigotry  and  fuperftition  of  any  feCt,  as  the  experience  of 
five  thoufand  years  has  demonftrated.  Perfecution  bound 
the  Irifh  Catholic  to  his  Prieft,  and  the  Prieft  to  the 
Pope  ;  the  bond  of  union  is  drawn  tighter  by  oppreflion; 
relaxation  will  undo  it.  The  emancipated  and  liberal 
Irilhman,  like  the  emancipated  and  liberal  Frenchman, 
may  go  to  mafs,  and  tell  his  beads  ;  but  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  will  attend  to  the  rufty  and  extinguifhed 
thunderbolts  of  the  Vatican,  or  the  idle  anathemas, 
which  indeed  his  Holinefs  is  now-a-days  too  prudent  and 
cautious  to  blue. 

I  come  now  to  an  old  and  hackneyed  argument  againft 
Irifh  Catholics,  that  they  are  Jacobites,  and  for  bringing 
in  the  Pretender  :  To  this  I  have  an  hundred  anlwers, 
but  with  fair  reafoners,  it  is  probable  that  the  firft  may 
be  fufScient.  I  fay  the  man  is  dead;  there  is  no  Preten¬ 
der  :  His  brother,  who  furyives  him,  is  in  religion,  a 
Cardinal,  a  Popifh  Clergyman  ;  and  what  is  fome  additi¬ 
onal  ground  to  think,  he  may  not  have  lawful,  or  indeed 
any  iftue,  is,  that  he  is  above  fixty  years  of  age  *  If  how¬ 
ever,  any  ftrenuous  Proteftant  is  diflatisfied  with  this  an¬ 
swer  as  inconclufive,  let  him  ftate  his  objections,  and  I 
lhali,  perhaps,  in  the  tenth  edition  of  my  book,  fet  my- 
ielf  to  remove  them.  In  the  mean  time,  let  him  confi- 
der,  that  fince  the  acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick, 
there  have  been  two  bloody  rebellions  on  behalf  of  the 
Stuart  family  in  England  ;  but  npt  one  fwnrd  or  trigger 
drawn  in  the  caufe  in  Ireland. 

*  v  •  •  i  •  r 

Another  argument  that  has  been  often  fuccefsfully 
ufed,  is  this.;  If  the  Catholics  are  admitted  to  franchife, 
they  will  get  the  upper  hand,  and  attach  themfelves  to 
France,  for  Ireland  is  unable  to  exijl  as  an  independent 
State !  But  France  is  a  Popifh  country,  and  ruled  by  an 
abfolute  Monarch,  whole  will  is  the  law ;  therefore  it  is 
better  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of  qualified  freedom,  though 
it  be  not  complete,  under  the  protection  of  England, 
than  fink  into  a  province  to  France  ;  for  to  one  or  the 
other  you  tnujl  be  content  to  be  fubjeft. 

There  is  no  one  pofition,  moral,  phyfical,  or  po¬ 
litical,  that  I  hear  with  fuch  extreme  exacerbatiou  of 
mind,  as  this  which  denies  to  my  country  the  poflibility 
of  independent  exiftence :  It  is  not  however,  my  plan 
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here  to  examine  that  qucftion  :  I  truflr,  whenever  the  necef- 
fity  does  arife,  as  at  Tome  time  it  infallibly  muff,  it  will  be 
found  that  we  are  as  competent  to  our  own  government, 
regulation  and  defence ,  as  any  State  in  Europe.  Till  the 
emergency  does  occur,  it  will  but  exafperate  and  inflame 
the  minds  of  men,  to  invedigate  and  demondrate  the 
infinite  refources  and  provocations  to  independence,  which 
every  hour  brings  forth  in  Ireland  I  fhall  therefore 
here  content  myfelf  with  protefting  on  behalf  of  my  coun¬ 
try,  againft  the  pofition,  as  an  infamous  falfehood,  infulting 
to  her  pride,  and  derogatory  to  her  honour;  and  I  little 
doubt,  if  occafion  fhould  arifc,  but  that  I  fhall  be  able 
to  prove  it  fo. 

To  the  argument  founded  on  this  fpiritlefs  and  pitiful 
pofition,  time  has  given  an  anfwer,  by  bringing  forth 
that  ftupeudous  event,  the  Revolution  in  France,  an 
event  which  I  do  but  name,  for  who  is  he  that  can  praife 
it  as  it  merits  ?  Where  is  the  dread  now  of  abfolute  pow¬ 
er,  or  the  arbitrary  nod  of  the  Monarch  in  France  ? 
Where  is  the  intolerance  of  Popifh  bigotry  ?  The  Rights 
of  Man  are  at  lead:  as  well  underdood  there  as  here,  and 
fomewhat  better  pra&ifed.  Their  wife  and  venerable  Na¬ 
tional  AfTembly,  reprefentatives,  not  of  their  condim¬ 
ents  merely,  but  of  Man,  whole  nature  they  have  exalted 
beyond  the  limits  that  even  Providence  feemed  to  have 
bounded  it  by,  have  with  that  difintereded  attention  to 
the  true  welfare  of  their  f  jecies,  which  has  marked  and 
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dignified  all  their  proceedings,  renounced  the  idea  of 
conqueft,  and  engraven  that  renunciation  on  the  altar, 
in  the  temple  of  their  liberty  :  In  that  Afiembly  Protef- 
tants  fit  indifcriminately  with  Catholics :  But  I  lofe  time 
in  dwelling  on  circumfiances,  the  mention  of  which  at 
once  fuperledes  the  neceflity  of  argument. 

I  come  now  to  a  very  ferious  argument.  If  you  ad¬ 
mit  Catholics  to  vote,  you  mud  admit  tlum  to  the  Houfe, 
and  then  you  will  have  a  Catholic  Parliament.  To  this 
there  are  many  anfwers :  In  the  fird  place,  it  is  incum¬ 
bent  on  their  opponents  to  fhew  the  mifchief  refulting 
from  even  a  Catholic  Parliament.  There  has  been  fo  bold 
a  fpirit,  fo  guarded  a  wifdoin,  fo  pure  a  patriotifm  ex¬ 
erted  by  a  Parliament  of  Catholics  in  this  kingdom,  as 
the  experience  of  modern  Protedant  Parliaments  can  give 
*  us 
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us  no  conception  of:  Have  we  ever  read,  or  have  we 
forgotten  the  manifefto  of  the  Catholic  Parliament  held 
at  Trim,  in  1642*?  Let  it  be  compared  with  our  own 
declarations  in  1782,  and  Catholics  may  well,  with  a  ge¬ 
nerous  confidence,  ftand  the  companion. 

But  it  will  be  laid,  that  the  laft  Catholic  Parliament 
which  we  faw,  fet  itielf  from  the  poft,  to  refume  the 
forfeited  lands,  and  repeal  the  act  of  fettlement.  That 
Parliament  was  fummoned  by  King  James  II.  at  a  time 
when  his  Proteftant  fubjefts  had  expelled  him  from  his 
throne  and  kingdom.  The  Irifh  Catholics  with  a  gene¬ 
rous,  though  mifplaced  loyalty,  and  with  that  ardent 
zeal  which  has  on  a  thoufand  octafions  outrun  their  judg¬ 
ment,  regarded  their  Proteftant  Brethren,  not  merely  as 
feflaries  and  fchifmatics,  but  as  rebels  to  their  lawful  Prince, 
whom  it  was  their  duty  as  well  as,  perhaps,  their  inclina¬ 
tion,  to  punilh  by  rigid  confiication :  The  forfeitures  and 
transfer  of  property  were  then  recent,  moft  of  them 
within  forty  years.  Many  of  the  individuals  who  had 
been  actually  difpoflefleJ,  muft  have  been  living ;  the 
Ions  of  many  more  ;  befides,  it  was  a  fudtlen  and  un¬ 
hoped-for  reftoration  of  power  to  men,  whom  it  had 
been  the  policy  of  Proteftant  alcendancy  for  150  years  to 
deprels  ;  and  this  reftoration  accompliftied,  not  merely 
without  the  affiftance,  but  abl’olutely  againft  the  confent 
of  the  Proteftams  of  Ireland.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  if  the  firft  exertions  of  that 
power  were  guided  rather  by  refentrnent  and  paffion,  than 
reafon  ?  Is  Catholicity  to  blame,  or  human  nature?  If 
however,  it  be  remembered  to  their  difcredit  that  a  Ca¬ 
tholic  Parliament  repealed  the  a£t  of  Settlement,  let  it  not 
be  forgotten  to  their  honour,  that  their  firft  aft  Vvas  a 
folemn  denial  of  Britifh  Supremacy,  and  an  aftertion  of 
the  indefeafible  rights  of  Ireland,  the  acceptance  of 
which  by  James  II.  they  made  the  indifpenlable  pre¬ 
vious  condition  of  their  loyalty  and  fupport.  Let  it  alfo 
be  not  forgotten,  that  the  fubfequent  Proteftant  Parlia¬ 
ment  did,  with  the  afient  of  King  William  HI.  Gf  glo¬ 
rious  and  immortal  memory,  repeal  this  very  a<ft  and 

again 
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again  fubmit  their  Country  to  the  mercy  of  the  Engliflj 
Tegiflature,  which  repeal  was  infantly  followed  by  the  an- 
tiihdation  of  the  Woollen  manufaElu  re  in  Ireland . 

But  fee  how  different  every  thing  is  at  this  day! 
Moft  of  the  ancient  Irifh  families  are  extind :  In  the 
minds  of  the  few  remaining,  one  hundred  and  ten  years 
of  peace  have  cooled  all  refentment ;  to  the  poffeflions 
of  their  anceftors,  the  law  has  barred  their  title,  and  it 
was  law  before  the  Revolution ;  Their  civi.1  rights  will 
be  not  extorted,  but  reftored  ;  not  wrung  by  fortuitous 
violence,  but  imparted  with  benevolent  juftice.  Their 
reftoration  to  the  rank  of  Man,  will  be  a  work  of  peaces 
ful  contrad,  not  of  implacable  war  with  their  Proteftant 
Brethren. 

But  if  all  barriers  between  the  two  religions  were 
beaten  down,  fo  far  as  civil  matters  are  concerned,  if 
the  odious  diftindion  of  Proteftant  and  Prefbyterian, 
and  Catholic,  were  abolifhed,  and  the  three  great  feds 
blended  together,  under  the  common  and  facred  title  of 
Irifhman,  what  intereft  could  a  Catholic  member  of  Par¬ 
liament  have,  diftind  from  his  Proteftant  brother  fitting 
on  the  fame  bench,  exercifing  the  fame  function,  bound 
by  the  fame  ties  ?  Would  liberty  be  Id’s  dear  to  him, 
juftice  lefs  facred,  property  lefs  valuable,  infamy  lefs 
dreadful?  If  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  to  be  even 
wholly  Catholic,  ftill  the  other  eftates  of  the  realm,  the 
Peers  and  the  King  would  fufHciently  preferve  the  ba¬ 
lance.  I  have  fuppofed  in  this  argument,  what  I  per¬ 
emptorily  refufe  to  admit,  that  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Commons  rauft  be  Catholic,  and  that  they  would  of  ne- 
ceflity  follow  foch  meafures  as  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
Proteftant  intereft.  But  the  fad  is,  that  when  we  conft- 
der  the  great  difproportion  of  property,  or  in  other  words 
power,  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants,  added  to  the  weight 
and  influence  of  Government,  there  can  he  little  fear  of 
a  majority  of  Catholic  members  exifting  in  Parliament. 
We  know  by  hiftorical  experience,  that  when  the  Houfe 
was  open  to  both  religions  indifferently,  no  fuch  majority 
exifted,  though  in  times  when  Catholicity  flourifhed,  and 
the  Proteftant  intereft  was  feeble,  comparatively,  to 
what  we  now  fee  it.  And  we  know  by  our  adual  expe¬ 
rience,  that  at  this  day,  when  the  majority  of  the  dec- 
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tors  of  the  Kingdom  are  Proteftant  Difienters,  they  do  not 
return  above  three  of  their  own  perfuafion  to  Parliament. 
"The  Landlords  of  Ireland  are  almoft  univerfaliy  Proteft- 
ants,  and  their  influence  over  their  tenantry,  will  at  all 
times  overbear  the  comparatively  feeble  ties  of  religious 
attachments.  It  does  therefore  by  no  means  follow, 
that  a  Majority  of  Electors  of  any  religious  Se&,  will  be 
followed  by  a  correfponding  Majority  in  the  Reprefen ta- 
tive  Body. 

If  however,  there  be  ferious  grounds  for  dreading  a 
majority  of  Catholics,  they  may  be  removed  by  a  very 
obvious  mode  ;  extend  the  elective  franchife  to  fuch  Ca¬ 
tholics  only  as  have  a  freehold  of  io /.  by  the  year.  By 
this  you  will  reftore  their  natural  and  juft  weight  to  the 
found  and  refpe&able  part  of  the  Catholic  community, 
without  throwing  into  their  hands  fo  much  power  as 
might  enable  them  to  di£late  the  law;  not,  I  again  and 
again  proteft,  that  I  conceive  there  is  a  fhadow  of  ground 
for  fuch  apprehenfion  ;  but  other  men  may  be  more  cau¬ 
tious  than  I,  and  I  would  wifh  to  obviate  and  fatisfy  the 
apprehenfions  of  the  in  oft  timid. 

For  my  own  part,  I  fee  Proteftantifm  is  no  guard 
againft  corruption;  I  fee  the  moft  profligate  venality,  the 
mod  fhamelefs  and  avowed  proftitution  of  principle  go 
forward  year  after  year,  in  aflemblies,  where  no  Catholic 
can  by  law  appear  :  I  fee  the  people  plundered  and  def- 
pifed,  powerlefs  and  ridiculous,  held  in  contempt  and  de¬ 
fiance,  and  with  fuch  a  profpe£t  before  my  eyes,  I  for 
one,  feel  little  dread  at  the  thoughts  of  change,  where 
no  change  can  eafily  be  for  the  worfe.  Religion  has  at 
this  day  little  influence  on  politics  ;  and  when  I  contraft 
the  Natiopal  Aflembly  of  Frenchmen  and  Catholics, 
with  other  great  Bodies  which  I  could  name,  I  confefs,  I 
feel  little  propensity  to  boaft  that  I  have  the  honour  to 
be  an  Irifhman,  and  a  Proteftant. 

I  have  now  examined  fuch  arguments  as  are  moft 
generally  ufed  to  glofs  over  that  monilrous  injuftice 
which  has  held  for  a  century  three  millions  of  my  coun¬ 
trymen  in  ignorance  and  bondage.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  give  them  fuch  anfwers,  as  a  very  plain  underftanding 
could  furniih  ;  and  I  have  a  confidence  that  my  attempt 
js  but  a  precurfor  of  many  efforts,  more  worthy  of  the 
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merits  of  the  caufe.  The  dark  cloud  which  has  fo  long 
enveloped  the  Irifh  Catholic  with  hopelefs  mifery,  .at 
length  begins  to  break,  and  the  fun  of  liberty  may  once 
more  illuminate  his  mind,  and  elevate  his  heart. 

I  have  hitherto  confidered  the  cafe  of  the  Catholics 
in  the  view  of  expediency,  and  as  with  reference  to  Pro- 
teftants  1  have  done  fo,  becaufe  I  confefs  I  was  afraid  of 
the  lengths  to  which  reafon  would  inevitably  lead  me,  if 
I  were  to  take  it  up  as  a  queftion  of  mere  right,  and 
with  reference  to  the  feelings  of  the  Catholics  themfclves : 
'They  have  remained  now  for  above  a  century  in  flavery  ; 
they  may  have  loft  the  wilh  for  freedom  \  and  at  any 
rate,  l  am  not  very  fure,  that  the  man  is  their  friend, 
who  points  out  to  them  their  mifery,  and  their  degrada¬ 
tion,  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  phyfically  certain' that  their 
complete  emancipation  fhall  immediately  follow  :  Perhaps 
even  this  feeble  attempt  on  their  behalf,  may  prejudice 
the  caufe  which  it  is  meant  to  defend.  If  it  fhould  be 
fo,  I  may  lament  ;  but  I  (hall  never  wifh  to  recall  it. 

W hat  anfwer  could  we  make  to  the  Catholics  of  Ire¬ 
land,  if  they  were  to  rife,  and  with  one  voice,  demand 
their  Rights  as  Citizens,  and  as  Men  ?  What  reply  jufii- 
fiable  to  God,  and  to  our  confcience  ?  None.  We  prate 
and  babble,  and  write  books,  and  publifh  them,  filled 
with  fentiments  of  freedom,  and  abhorrence  of  tyranny, 
and  lofty  praifes  of  the  Rights  of  Man  !  Yet  we  are  con¬ 
tent  to  hold  three  millions  of  our  fellow  creatures,  and 
fellow  fubje<Sts,  in  degradation  and  infamy,  and  contempt, 
or  to  fum  up  all  in  one  word,  in  Slavery  ! 

On  what  chapter  of  the  Rights  of  Man ,  do  we  ground 
our  title  to  liberty,  in  the  moment  that  we  are  riveting 
the  fetters  of  rhe  wretched  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
Shall  they  not  fay  to  us,  Are  we  not  men,  as  ye  are, 
Ramped  with  the  image  of  our  Maker,  walking  erecct, 
beholding  the  fame  light,  breathing  the  fame  air  as  Pro- 
teflanrs  ;  Hath  not  a  Catholic  hands ;  hath  not  a  Catho¬ 
lic  eyes,  dimenfions,  organs,  paffions  ?  Fed  with  the 
fame  food,  hurt  b)  the  fame  weapons,  healed  by  the  fame 
means,  warmed  and  cooled  by  the  fame  hammer  and 
winter,  as  a  Proteftant  is.  Hath  a  Catholic  the  mark  of 
the  beaft  in  his  forehead,  that  he  fhould  wander  over  his 
native  foil  like  the  accurfed  Cain,  with  his  hand  againft 
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every  man,  and  every  man’s  hand  againft  him  ?  God 
Almighty  in  his  juft  anger,  vifits-  the  tins  of  the  fathers 
upon  the  children,  not  beyond  the  third  or  fourth  gene¬ 
ration,  even  of  thofe  that  hate  him  ;  and  will  nothing 
fhort  of  our  eternal  flaverv  fatisfy  the  unmitigable  rage  of 
Proteftant  oppreffion  ?  How  have  we  offended  ?  The  of¬ 
fence  of  our  anceftors,  was  their  property  and  their  pow¬ 
er  ;  we  have  neither  ;  they  are  long  lince  facrificed,  and 
you  are  in  undifputed  poiTeftion  of  the  fpoil.  Do  not 
then  grudge  us  exiftence,  or  that  for  which  alone  man 
fhould  exift — Liberty  :  Say  not  that  we  are  unprepared  ; 
Liberty  prepares  herfelf :  Say  not  that  we  are  ignorant, 
left  ye  judge  yourfelves.  Why  are  we  fo  ?  Enough  has 
been  done  and  fuffered  by  us,  to  fatisfy  not  only  juftice 
and  law,  hue  cowardice,  malice,  and  revenge  ;  it  is  time 
our  perfecution  fhould  ceafe.  The  nations  of  Europe  are 
vindicating  themfelves  into  freedom;  ye  talk  about  it 
yourfelves,  and  do  ye  think  that  we  will  be  left  behind  : 
If  you  will  join  us,  we  are  ready  to  embrace  you  ;  if  you 
will  not,  Lame  and  dilcomfiture  await  you.  For  us, 
whether  fupported  or  not,  we  are  prepared  for  either 
event.  If  Freedom  comes,  we  will  clafp  her  to  our 
hearts,  and  furrender  her,  but with  our  laft  breath;  if 
flavery  is  ftill  to  be  our  portion,  we  have  learned  by  bit¬ 
ter  experience  to  endure  ;  and  to  that  righteous  and  juft 
God,  who  has  created  and  preferves  us,  we  commit  our 
caufe,  nothing  doubting,  but  that  in  the  fullnefs  of  his 
good  time,  he  will  rnanifeft  his  glorious  mercies,  even  un¬ 
to  us,  though  for  wife  purpoles,  he  may  think  fit  to 
continue  us  a  little  longer  under  the  rod  cf  our  oppref- 
fors,  the  minifters  of  his  wrath.” 

If  fuch  an  appeal  were  made,  what  fhould  we  atifwer  ? 
Let  him  that  can,  devile  a  reply  ;  I  know  of  none. 

The  argument  now  (lands  thus  :  To  oppofe  the  un- 
conftitutional  weight  of  Government,  fubjeCt  as  that  Go¬ 
vernment  is  to  the  ftill  more  unconftitutional  and  unjuft 
bias  of  Englifh  influence,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  that 
the  weight  of  the  people’s  fcale  fhould  be  encreafed.  This 
cbjeCl  can  only  be  attained  by  a  Reform  in  Parliament, 
and  no  reform  is  practicable,  that  fhall  not  include  the  Ca¬ 
tholics.  Thele  three  fteps  are  infeparably  connected,  and 
let  not  any  man  deceive  himfelf,  by  luppofing  the  firft 
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attainable  without  the  fecund,  or  either  without  the  third* 
Is  the  prefent  Government  of  Ireland  fuch  an  one  as 
ought  to  be  oppofed  ?  Every  good  Irifhman  will  anfwer, 
yes !  Have  we  not  fufficient  experience,  how  fruitlefs  all 
oppofition  is  on  the  prefent  fyftem  ?  The  people  are  di¬ 
vided,  each  party  afraid  and  jealous  of  the  other  ;  they 
have  only  the  juftice  of  their  caufe  to  fupport  them,  and 
that  plea  grievoufly  weakened  by  the  acknowledged  ex- 
clufion  of  three-fourths  of  the  nation  from  their  rights 
as  men  :  Government,  a  foreign  Government ,  is  a  fmall, 
but  a  difciplined  and  compact  body,  with  the  fword,  the 
purfe,  and  the  honours  of  Ireland  at  their  difpofal :  It  is 
eafy  to  fee  the  event  of  fuch  an  oppofition  to  fuch  an  Ad- 
mini  fixation.  It  follows,  that  tooppofe  it  with  fuccefs, 
the  people  muft  change  their  plan. 

Do  we  not  fee  the  condudl  of  Government  at  this 
hour,  and  fhall  we  not  learn  wifdom,  even  from  our 
enemies  ?  They  know  that  the  Catholics  hold  the  balance 
between  them  and  that  fraction  of  the  nation,  which  we 
chufe  to  dignify  with  the  name  of  the  People  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  they  court  the  Catholics.  If  they  fecure  them,  I  fiiould 
be  glad  to  know,  what  they  have  to  fear  with  the  im- 
nienfe  power  and  influence  attached  to  office,  with  the 
command  of  the  treafury,  and  with  the  whole  Catholic 
party,  three-fourths  of  the  kingdom,  attached  by  grati¬ 
tude  to  them,  and  alienated  by  repeated  fufpicion,  and 
unremitting  ill  ufage  from  their  enemies. 

In  a  word,  the  alternative  is,  on  the  one  hand  Re-» 
form,  and  the  Catholics,  jufiice  and  liberty,  on  the 
other,  an  unconditional  fubmiffion  to  the  prefent,  and 
every  future  Adminiftration,  who  may  think  proper  to 
follow  their  fteps,  and  who  may  indulge  with  eafe  and 
fafety  their  pfopenfity  to  peculation  and  fpoil,  and  infult, 
while  the  people  remain  timid  and  divided.  Between 
thefe  you  muft  chufe,  and  chufe  immediately,  and  that 
choice  may  be  final. 

If  the  whole  body  of  the  people  unite  with  cordial 
fincerity,  and  demand  a  general  Reform  in  Parliament, 
which  fhall  include  reftitution  of  the  elective  franchife 
to  the  Catholics;  we  fhall  then,  and  not  otherwife,  have 
an  honeft  and  independent  reprefentation  of  the  people  5 
we  fhall  have  a  barrier  of  ftrength  fufficient  to  defy  the 
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tifmofl  efforts  of  the  moft  profligate  and  powerful  Eng¬ 
lish  Adminiftration  ;  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  avail  ourfelves 
of  the  infinite  advantages  with  which  Providence  has  en¬ 
dowed  our  country  ;  corruption  (hall  be  annihilated,  Go¬ 
vernment  fhall  become  honeft  per-force,  and  thereby  re¬ 
cover  at  leaft  fome  of  that  refpeCtability  which  a  long 
courfe  of  political  depravity  has  exhaufied  ;  In  a  word* 
we  fliall  recover  our  rank,  and  become  a  nation  in  fome- 
thing  befide  the  name. 

If  on  the  other  hand,  we  think  Reform  too  dear, 
when  purchafed  by  juftice  j  if  we  are  ftill  illiberal  and 
blind  bigots,  who  deny  that  civil  liberty  can  exift  out  of 
the  pale  of  Proteflantifin,  if  we  with-hoid  the  facred  cup 
of  Liberty  from  our  Catholic  Brother,  and  repel  hiai 
from  the  communion  of  our  natural  rights,  let  us  at  leaft 
be  confident,  and  ceafe  to  murmur  at  the  oppreflion 
the  Government  which  grinds  us  ;  let  us  bear,  if  we  can, 
without  wincing,  the  whips  and  goads  of  our  own  tyrants, 
with  the  eonfoling  reflection,  that  we  can  a£t  the  tyrant 
in  our  turn,  and  gall  the  wretched  Saves  below  us  j  let 
Adminiflration  proceed  to  play  upon  the  terrors  of  the 
Proteftants,  the  hopes  of  the  Catholics,  and  balancing 
the  one  party  by  the  other,  plunder  and  laugh  at,  and 
defy  both  ;  let  Englifh  influence  meet  and  check  oar  ri¬ 
ling  commerce  at  every  turn  ;  let  us  remain  obfcure  and 
wretched,  and  unknown  in  Europe  \  let  the  bulk  of  the 
people  continue  barbarians,  in  hopelefs  and  incurable  igno¬ 
rance,  and  wretchednefs,  and  w  ant :  All  is  well,  fo  long 
as  we  can  prevent  the  Catholics  from  rifing  to  a  rank  in 
fociety  with  ourfelves;  we  will,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  envi¬ 
ous  man  in  the  fable,  bear  to  lofe  one  of  our  eyes,  fo 
that  our  neighbour  may  lofe  both,  and  grope  about  in 
utter  darknefs. 

But  I  will  hope  better  things  :  The  example  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  of  Poland,  and  above  all,  of  France,  cannot  on  the 
minds  of  liberal  men,  but  force  conviction.  In  France 
200,000  Catholics  deputed  a  Proteflant,  St.  Etienne,  to 
the  National  Affembly,  as  their  reprefentative,  with  or¬ 
ders  to  procure,  what  has  fince  been  accomplished,  an 
abolition  of  all  civil  diftinCtions,  which  were  founded 
merely  on  religious  opinions.  In  America,  the  Catholic 
and  Proteflant  fit  equally  in  Congrefs,  without  any  con¬ 
tention 
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tention  arifing,  other  than  who  (hall  ferve  his  country 
beft :  So  may  it  be  in  Ireland  !  So  will  it  be,  if  men  are 
fincere  in  their  wilhes  for  her  profperity  and  future  eleva¬ 
tion  :  Let  them  but  confider  what  union  has  done  in  fen  all 
Hates,  what  difeord  in  great  ones  :  Let  them  look  to  their 
Government;  let  them  look  to  their  fellow  flaves,  who  by 
coalition  with  them,  may  rife  to  be  their  fellow  citizens, 
and  form  a  new  order  in  their  fociety,  a  new  era  in  their 
hi  dory  :  Let  them  once  cry  Reform,  ami  the  Catholics ; 
and  Ireland  is  free,  independent,  and  happy. 

A  NORTHERN  WHIG. 
Belfast,  August  i,  1791. 


